Horizon.-Lower nodular layer of the Brule, Oligocene.
Description.-The type specimen was found weathered out on the surface of a nodule. The skull of this specimen appears to be the smallest reptilian cranium that has yet been found in North America, measuring only 7.8 mm in length. It is thus slightly shorter than the type skull of Rhinsura stenibergii (see fig. 2 ) and also is less robust in its other proportions. Both of these specimens were found at the same locality, and the small size of the National Museum individual led me at first to regard it as pertaining to R. stei-nhergii. Through the courtesy of George F. Sternberg, who loaned me the type, I was able to make direct comparisons of the two skulls, and differences were found that indicate that they pertain to distinct species.
From R. sterribei^gii the skull of R. minutus is distinguished by the less steeply arched profile, the absence of a distinct sagittal ridge, the absence of roughening on the frontal and parietal surfaces, narrower occipital region, slenderer maxillary, shorter precoronoidal part of jaw, and longer postcoronoidal part. All these differences are clearly seen by a comparison of figures 1 Furthermore, those characters enumerated above tliat distinguished it from R. stemhergii also serve to differentiate R. minutus from R. liatcherii.
The absence of a sagittal ridge on the parietal and supraoccipital and the lack of roughening of the frontal and parietal surfaces might suggest the juvenile character of the individual, if it were not for the fact that most of the skull sutures are so thoroughly coossified as to defy detection. It is concluded, therefore, that the type specimen is fully adult.
In profile the upper border is evenly rounded from front to back, differing in this respect from all known species of Rhineura both living and extinct that have the facial and occipital angles much more steeply inclined. This depression of the skull brings about a pmx-v^^^n arrowing of the maxillary as compared with B. sterribergii^ap-proaching R. hatcherii more nearly in this respect.
Viewed from above (see fig. 1 fig. 5 ).
The palatine bone is short, with a bifurcated anterior end, the outer branch articulating with the inner side of the maxillary, the inner branch with the vomer. Much of the palatal surface is covered by a rounded patch of palatine teeth. These tubercular teeth are similar in form and distribution to those of the pterygoid, differing only in the extent and shape of the aggregation, which is shorter and more rounded than the long narrow patch on the pterygoids. In the presence of patches of toothlike structures on both the pterygoids and palatines Glyptosaurus closely resembles Melanosaurus of the "Wasatch. Except on the median dorsal row the carina is always placed nearer to the inner than to the outer side of the scute. This fact would enable one to segregate scattered scutes into the right and left series.
The ventral scutes have the same rectangular shape, but they are distinguished from those described above by their smaller size, absence of a carina, and less prominently developed tubercles without definite arrangement.
Since the anteriormost rows of the ventral scutes preserved cover the posterior end of the ramus, it seems quite probable that in life they continued farther forward under the jaws.
The scutes of the median dorsal row differ from the others in being wedge-shaped, wider in front than behind, and the low nodelike carina centrally placed on the posterior half. Slight disarrangement renders the count a little uncertain, but there appear to be 14r longitudinal rows of scutes, enumerating from the median dorsal row to the midventral region. This would indicate the complete circumference as being composed of 29 longitudinal rows of plates at a point inmiediately posterior to the skull.
With the discovery of more and better-preserved specimens, it becomes more and more apparent that in the genus Glyptosaurus the tubercular patterns on the scutes are of little assistance in taxonomy. Such differences as have been used in the past are found to be valueless from the fact that this ornamentation varies with the position of the scute on the body. Therefore until their limitations are known they will be of little use in characterizing species. The distinctness of the present form is indicated by the character of the dentition. The great number of teeth (23) 
